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Integrating Community-Based Research and Service into the Curriculum 

Rutgers Collaborative Center for Community-Based Research and Service and its RU-CARES Working 

Group offer faculty the opportunity for support in developing community-engaged service-learning 

courses that foster students’ civic participation and critical inquiry. Over many years, Rutgers 

Collaborative Center has partnered with schools and honors programs at Rutgers-New Brunswick to 

create courses that are reciprocally beneficial to students and community partners; meet Core Curriculum 

requirements; and can be integrated into a meaningful Capstone project.  

• Service-learning has been identified by the Association of American Colleges and Universities 

(AACU) as a high-impact practice that has been widely tested and found to be effective with 

college students of varying backgrounds (https://www.aacu.org/leap/hips).  

• Service for the public good is integrated into Rutgers’ tripartite mission; each component 

reinforces and supports the other two: 

o providing for the instructional needs of New Jersey's citizens through its undergraduate, 

graduate, and continuing education programs; 

o conducting the cutting-edge research that contributes to the medical, environmental, 

social and cultural well-being of the state, as well as aiding the economy and the state’s 

businesses and industries; and 

o performing public service in support of the needs of the citizens of the state and its local, 

county, and state governments. 

The University advances its overall mission of advancing and transmitting knowledge by active 

engagement in public scholarship, service learning and existing disciplinary programming recognizing the 

synergy between teaching, research, and service. We particularly encourage faculty who have integrated 

relationships with local, state, and/or global communities and want to add a pedagogical component to 

their courses that can deepen students’ learning. In addition, the Collaborative Center recognizes 

students’ achievements in community service-learning through a Rutgers Civic and International Civic 

Scholar Certificate that is awarded upon graduation and noted on students’ transcripts. 

The community service-learning component can be incorporated into a new or existing three-credit 

course; and may add an international or local community service component.  If faculty prefer to not 

directly instruct the academic-community-service focused component, where students learn to develop 

reflective and critical thinking skills related to their service experience, faculty may consult to employ an 

existing community-based recitation as part of the course plan. Planning should meet service-learning 

priorities for reciprocity, reflection, and sustainability described here.   
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Community-Based Research and Service Priorities 

1. Critical Reflection. What mechanisms/assignments will be employed to encourage students to 

critically reflect on the link between course content/academic theories and their service-learning 

experience?  

 

2. Reciprocity. How does or will the academic service component of the course contribute to 

achieving a community-identified goal? How is the projects/service mutually beneficial? 

 

3. Public Dissemination. How will student service-learning projects be presented to the community 

organization and the broader public? If relevant, planning for data collection and 

information/product to be returned to the community should be included. 

Service-learning courses should meet the following broad criteria: 

• The course has an academic curriculum that is rooted in the discipline in which the course is 

being offered. 

• The course contains a set of organized, supported, and supervised community-based learning 

activities. 

• The course provides structured opportunities for students to reflect on their community-based 

activity and connect their activity to the course curriculum. 

These criteria have been adapted from Criteria for Service-Learning Course Review at UC Berkeley, 

https://sustainability.berkeley.edu/our-performance/academics-and-learning.  

We encourage faculty to contact Rutgers Collaborative Center regarding current community partnerships 

available. The Collaborative’s staff will assist faculty with student service placement coordination, tracking 

and documentation of student in the community site, and will provide participating students with an 

orientation.  

For questions regarding community engaged service-learning course design, contact Amy Michael, 

Associate Director, Rutgers Collaborative Center, amymic@rci.rutgers.edu.     
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