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Rutgers Bonners Serve with New Brunswick Healthy Homes
Initiative in Honor of Martin Luther King Day

On Monday, January 21st, Rutgers Bonner Leader
students from the Collaborative participated in a day



of service with the New Brunswick Healthy Homes
Initiative in celebration of Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Students and staff worked with The Community
Promotoras, a group of women from the New
Brunswick community who work on promoting safety
issues and tenants’ rights. The students participated in
and gave feedback on a workshop presented by the
Promotoras. This workshop will be utilized in the future
to teach community members about their rights as a
renter and how to best protect themselves against
landlords engaging in illegal practices. Some Bonner
students also served at Elijah's Promise, where they
viewed the documentary The March (2013) and built
planters for vegetables. This day of service gave
Bonner students the chance to learn from New
Brunswick community members, fostering collaboration
and understanding between the Rutgers and New
Brunswick.

ACD Students Tackle Local Hunger and Food Insecurity with
New Brunswick Community Leaders

Advancing Community
Development students gained an
insider look at New Brunswick
throughout the Fall 2018 semester,
preparing them for exciting new
projects this spring. Instructor Lisa
Sanon-Jules invited many guest
speakers involved in the local
community to provide context on the
issue of food insecurity. Speakers
included Dr. Cara Cuite  who
discussed her research on food
insecurity in New Brunswick; Mayor
Cahill and Keith Jones who

detailed the many social services that the city provides its residents; Jaymie Santiago
who spoke about New Brunswick Tomorrow and his role as its President; and Michelle
Wilson who described the complexity of running a non-profit like Elijah’s Promise.
"Hearing from all of the speakers from the community was really valuable. I think it gave
us a better perspective on New Brunswick that will help us when we work on our projects
in the Spring," said Annie Zhang, a current student in ACD. An integral part of the
course included completing service within New Brunswick. Students were able to
participate in New Brunswick Ciclovia in which the city streets are temporarily closed for
families to enjoy a day of games, exercise, and fun, volunteer at the New Brunswick
Community Farmers Market in the community gardens located on Jones Avenue, and



engage in other community events and activities. For the spring semester, students will
complete projects focused on food insecurity with local partners such as the New
Brunswick Community Farmer's Market, Feeding Middlesex County, Elijah's
Promise , and MCFOODS.

Advancing Community Development is a two semester, 6-credit program in partnership
with Johnson & Johnson. Students work on team projects with J&J professionals and
community mentors to build capacity for local organizations that address food insecurity.
Interested in learning more? Email collaborativerecruitment@gmail.com.

Student Spotlight:

Sana Ali (SAS, Class of 2021)

Collaborative Center Program:
The Collaborative Mentoring Program

Site:
Lord Sterling Elementary School

How was your experience with the
Collaborative Mentoring Program?:
I joined the Collaborative Mentoring
Program this past fall and really enjoyed it!
Learning about mentoring relationships
and developing them with the students is
really rewarding. I get to encourage, uplift,
and support students on their academic
and social journeys! It’s always the
highlight of my week to work with the
students!
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Quick Links

Undocumented Student Resources

Service-Learning Resources for Student Mentors

Service-Learning Resources for Faculty and Staff

STAY CONNECTED

http://files.constantcontact.com/fe5dc3ca601/51c2cfd8-355a-4a77-89d3-9d194dab20c8.pdf
http://files.constantcontact.com/fe5dc3ca601/a80f74ae-88d7-4224-81dc-abbfa401067f.pdf
http://files.constantcontact.com/fe5dc3ca601/e712c428-7e71-41d0-ad6c-34b18c105d7f.pdf


     

https://www.facebook.com/rutgerscollaborativecenter
http://www.twitter.com/RUCollab
https://www.instagram.com/rutgerscollaborativecenter/

